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PERTH COLLEGE — JENNY ETHELL 

Statement by Member for Mount Lawley 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [12.59 pm]: Outgoing Perth College principal, Jenny Ethell, has been 
a great leader for the school and her legacy will live on well beyond the end of her tenure at the end of this year. 
She has been the principal at Perth College since 2003. We all benefit when people demonstrate that kind of 
dedication and commitment to leadership in our schools. Leadership is rarely easy. Sometimes leaders must 
confront difficult and challenging circumstances, and in such circumstances Mrs Ethell has not let down the school. 
She leaves Perth College a stronger, more resilient place. She said in 2013 — 

What motivates me is the privilege of making a difference and shaping and influencing the next 
generation of young people. 

Perhaps there is no finer example of this attitude in practice than the InsideOut self-leadership program that 
Mrs Ethell launched in 2012. For her, this was a program aimed at setting the foundation for girls to become 
leaders in the community and business. Mrs Ethell said that in order to be able to lead others, you have to first be 
able to lead yourself. This year, she oversaw the opening of Excelsior House, a new building for senior school 
girls, which is a fantastic, contemporary addition to the school. As Andrea Burns, chair of the Perth College 
Council, said, her legacy is not bricks and mortar but the confident, resilient and positive young women who are 
the graduates to have passed through the school during her tenure. 

Mrs Ethell has been appointed head of college at Oxley College in New South Wales: “Though far from thee we 
wander, thy badge we’ll not forget.” Her departure is a real loss for the community of Mt Lawley and for 
Western Australia more broadly. I wish her and her husband, Dougal, all the very best for the next stage. 
Mrs Ethell, those who in your “footsteps tread shall guard Perth College fame, and leave to those who yet shall 
come a still untarnished name”. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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